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MINUTES 

 

Thursday, May 12, 2016 6:30 P.M. 

REGULAR MEETING 

PLANNING COMMISSION  

 

Council Chambers 

211 Hillcrest Avenue 

Marina, California 

 

 
VISION STATEMENT 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Burnett called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

2. ROLL CALL & ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM (Planning Commission Members)   

 Katherine Biala, David Burnett, Margaret Davis, Virgil Piper, Adam Urrutia 

 

Members Absent:  David Bielsker, Tim Ledesma (both excused) 

   

 3.   MOMENT OF SILENCE & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

 4. SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FLOOR:   

 

 Commissioner Biala noted that the Regional Urban Design Guidelines (RUDG) is completed for public 

review. 

 

 Vice-Chair Davis announced that the Warhorse Day and memorial to Sgt. MacDonald was a success. 

 

 5. CONSENT AGENDA:   

 

 a. Minutes for the February 11, 2016 meeting (continued from April 28, 2016.) 

 

Chair Burnett made a motion to approve the minutes for February 11, 2016.  The motion was seconded 

by Commissioner Piper and passed by a 5-0-2 (Bielsker, Ledesma)-0 vote. 

 

 6. PUBLIC HEARINGS:   

                        a.       None  

 

          

 



  7. OTHER ACTION ITEMS:   

 

  a.   It is requested that the Planning Commission: 

 

Review a draft update of the City of Marina Housing Element 2015-2023, and authorize staff to 

submit this updated draft (as may be amended) to the State Department of Housing and 

Community Development (HCD). 

 

Mr. Kinison Brown provided an overview of the two-step approval process and introduced housing 

element consultant, Veronica Tam.   Ms. Tam provided a summary of the proposed housing element 

interim update including housing needs, regional housing needs allocation (RHNA) and housing 

programs. 

 

Discussion moved back to the dais. Commissioner’s questions and concerns included zoning for 

emergency housing, student housing, low income vs. market rate neighborhoods, secondary/granny units, 

small houses to achieve higher density and public outreach. 

 

The floor was opened for public comment. 

 

Karen Wolfe commented on the RHNA numbers and developing affordable housing.  She encouraged the 

commission to take a leadership role with the diversity of housing types and location by not creating low 

income/high income neighborhoods.  She further commented that reviewing and relaxing some zoning 

regulations and permit requirements would make it easier for residents to build additional units on their 

lots. 

 

The public comment was closed. 

 

Chair Burnett made a motion to authorize staff to submit the updated draft Housing Element to the State 

Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Biala and passed by a 5-0-2 (Bielsker, Ledesma)-0 vote. 

 

 8.        COMMISSIONERS AND STAFF INFORMATIONAL REPORTS: 

 

  a.    City Council, Design Review Board, Tree Committee and other meetings of note. 

  b.    Upcoming items scheduled for future meetings. 

  c.    Ad Hoc Committee 

 

Commissioner Biala requested that the Design Review findings be reviewed as well as their role in making 

those findings.  Chair Burnett requested a study session be added to a future agenda for that discussion. 

   

 9. CORRESPONDENCE: 

 

  a. None 

 



 10. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 

 
 

ATTEST: 

 

         _______________________________ 

         David Burnett, Chairperson 

 

 

______________________________     _________________ 

Judy Paterson, Administrative Assistant II      DATE 

 

 

         


